
New Bethel Church 
November 2012 

1 
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Please send all December 2012 newsletter info to Sara Walter (sara.elizabeth.walter@gmail.com). Thanks! 

Pastor’s Ponderings: 
November is bracketted by two holidays. One is 
much more popular.  The one with the parades 
and the Peanut's special and all the food.  The 
other is more somber, yet more hopefully. 
 
All Saints day is always the 1st day of November 
and is usually celebrated on the first Sunday of 
November in churches world wide.  It is paired 
with it's more famous and scary brother- 
Halloween, which is actually "all hallows eve."   
 
On All Saints day we remember those who have 
left this life to be with the Lord in heaven.  We 
especially remember those who have died in the 
previous year.  But we also remember all those 
who touched our life and helped mold us into who 
we are. 
 
There is a saying that goes, when you sing, you 
pray twice.  
 
I sing a song of the saints of God 
patient and brave and true, 
Who toiled and fought and lived and died 
for the Lord they loved and knew. 
And one was a doctor and one was a queen, 
and one was a shepherdess on the green; 
They were all of them saints of God, and I mean, 
God helping to be one, too. 
 
The world is filled with living saints, 
who choose to do God's will, 
You can meet them in school, on the road, or at 
sea; 
Continued… 

Connect with New Bethel: 
http://newbethelchurchkempton.wordpress.com 
 

            nbethelchurchpa 
 

https://www.facebook.com/New
BethelChurchKempton 

Upcoming Dates 
Nov. 4 – “Our Hands, God’s Work: Haiti 
2012  Making a Difference” 6PM Pot 
Luck, 7PM presentation 
Nov. 5 – Church Board, 7PM  
Nov. 6-8– Pastor at a conference 
Nov. 11—Sunday School Meeting, 6PM 
Nov. 14—Women’s meeting, 7PM 
Nov. 20– Committee Night, 7PM  
Nov. 21- Thanksgiving Worship at Red 
Church, 7:30 
Nov. 25- ULTRAS Scavenger Hunt- 1:00PM 
Nov. 26—Christian Ed. Committee, 7PM  
Nov. 28- Honoring our Neighbor's Faith, 
7:00 
Dec. 16—Children’s Christmas Program 
and Caroling 

mailto:sara.elizabeth.walter@gmail.com
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Pastor’s Ponderings, Ctd. 
In church, in a train, in a shop, or at tea; 
for the saints are folk like you 
and like me, and I mean to be one, too. 
 
Believe it or not, you can be a saint and not even 
know it! Just be listening for God's vision for your life 
-- as your gifts meet the world's needs. 
 
On All Saints', we give thanks for those whose faith 
has transformed the world. Faithful to Christ, they 
brought healing to the sick, justice to the oppressed, 
welcome to the outcast, and compassion to the 
vulnerable. Others courageously sought justice and 
loved mercy. They sacrificed their comfort and lives 
for God's vision of peace. Yet, the saints did not do it 
by themselves or on their own. Their fidelity was a 
gift of grace, grounded in God's faithfulness and 
mediated through communities of support and 
inspiration. 
 
Their courage and wisdom, their strength and 
sacrifice, create an energy that joins the living and 
dead, in the Communion of Saints. As the hymn 
continues: 
 
Ringed by this cloud of witnesses divine, 
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
Yet in your love our faithful lives entwine. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Knowing their courage inspires and gives wing to 
aspiration. In battle fierce, "we hear the distant 
triumph song, then our hearts are brave again and 
faith grows strong. Alleluia! Alleluia!" 
 
Take a moment in prayerful reflection for saints 
among us, around us, and before: Who are your 
saints? Who has shaped your life and world? What 
kind of saint is God calling you to be? 
 

Pastor Dave 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving Worship: 
 
Come ye thankful people come.... 
On Wednesday November 21, Red Church will host 
the Community Thanksgiving service at 7:30PM. 
Participating are New Bethel, Friedens, Mt. Zion and 
Red Church. We will once again have a joint choir 
and Pastor Jim Hammond is preaching. Please note 
that this is a correction from the last newsletter 
when we indicated that the service was at Friedens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veterans Memorial Prayers:  
 
Weather permitting we will conclude our Sunday 
worship on November 11 by gathering for closing 
prayers at our Veterans Memorial. We will pay 
special tribute to our USA veterans and current 
armed forces and thank them for the service that 
they gave and give to our great nation. 
  

Christmas Eve Services:  
 
There will be a Candlelight Family Service at 4:00 
p.m. Tina Schucker is gathering our children and 
youth together and more information will be coming 
shortly.  
A live Nativity is planned for between the services. 
The Candlelight Christmas service will begin at 7:30 
p.m., preceded by special music. 
  

Annual Meeting: 
 
The annual meetings New Bethel Church will be held 
on December 2nd. after worship. 
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Coffee Fellowship: 
 
Everyone is invited after worship and before 
Sunday School! Please sign up on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. Coffee Fellowship sponsors 
provide the goodies: donuts, cakes, fruit etc. and 
juice for the kids. Sponsor is not responsible for 
setting up the coffee and hot water.  
 

Angel Tree:   
 
Once again, the New Bethel Church will be 
participating the Christmas Cheer service project 
for children of Friend, Inc. Look for the display 
of stars on Sunday, November 18. On each heart 
is a paper circle containing the name, age, 
clothing sizes and other interests of a child. The 
names are fictitious to protect identities. These 
children are members of families who receive 
services from Friend, Inc., and they live in the 
Kutztown, Brandywine and Fleetwood school 
districts. All you have to do is sign the list next to 
the name of the child you are taking, then 
purchase an outfit and anything additional if you 
choose. Please return the gift with the circle 
attached along with enough wrapping paper. 
Please do not wrap the gift yourself. The gift 
needs to be returned to church by Sunday, 
December 9th. The gifts will be taken to Friend, 
Inc., following Sunday school that day. The heart 
is your gift for helping to make the holidays a 
little brighter for a child.  
 

Nursery:   
 
Would you like to have your 0-5 year old enjoy fun, 
structured activities while you enjoy worship?  New 
Bethel has created a nursery during worship as a free 
option for parents.  Children are always welcome in 
worship, but if you chose, the nursery will be 
available after the children’s sermon, every Sunday 
downstairs in the Sunday School area.  To volunteer 
to help out with the nursery, please see the 
information posted in the bulletin board. 

 

Collecting Email Addresses: 
 
In an effort to perhaps cut costs by sending out items 
electronically, instead of by US mail, the Joint Board 
is asking for your email address.  Please send the 
address to newbethelchurch@verizon.net. We will 
put together an e-mailing list of those who wish to 
be sent information electronically.  Please put 
“collecting” in the subject line.  
 

Women of New Bethel Food 

Collection:  
 
The women of New Bethel are collecting food for 
Friend Inc. as an ongoing project. From now until 
November 11, we will be collecting food that might 
be served at Thanksgiving. As always the box is in the 
narthex for you to place your nonperishable food 
items. Please help others that are less fortunate 
have a Thanksgiving dinner with a meal they can 
enjoy.  
Also the women are collecting pet food to help 
families in need provide for their pets and the 
Sunday School is collecting gently used books for 
Friend. 
 
 



New Bethel Church 
November 2012 

4 
 

New Bethel Church 
November 2012 Newsletter 

Christian Education News 

Bible Study/Discussion:  
 
Begins on Wednesday October 17th at 7:00 
Honoring Our Neighbors Faith will look at the 
beliefs of other denominations and religions. 
We'll be looking at the beliefs of such groups as 
Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah's Witnesses, 
Roman Catholics, Hindus and Islam. There are 
no sessions on the first Wednesday, but a 
session will be held as part of the November 
women's meeting on the 14th 
Study will continue on  November 28th and 
conclude on December 12 
  

Things in the works!  
 

 A preschool play date day!  
 A before and after school program for the fall 

of 2013. A task force is being formed. The 
program may be up and running before next 
fall.  

 A young adults group and a seniors group. If 
anyone is interested in working to form these 
groups see Abby Claypoole of Pastor Dave.  

  

New Marriage guidelines:  
  
Full guidelines for marriage and music will be 
made available on the church website.  Some 
additions or changes include: A schedule for 
initial meetings with the Pastor and Organist, 
soloist guidelines, and that for a wedding date to 
be put on the church schedule, it must be given 
to Pastor Dave in writing or via email.  

New Bethel Seminar Series: 
 

 “Our Hands, God’s Work: Haiti 2012 
Making a Difference” on November 4th is a 
talk and slide presentation by Scott Guldin on his 
work in Haiti and more. The covered dish social is 
at 6pm followed by the presentation 2 7pm  
 

 "Heart-to-Heart: As Your Parents Age” 
When it's time to have "the talk" with your 
parents will you be prepared? Come to this 
workshop on January 14, 2013 at 7pm. As our 
parents age there are conversations that aren't 
easy to start, but they need to happen 
nevertheless. Attend this interactive workshop 
and you'll gain tips for having healthy 
conversations with your parents about their 
vision for the future. Become prepared to face 
potential challenges all while keeping your 
parent's best interests in mind.  

Online Calendar: 
In order to better reflect last minute 
schedule changes, check out the online 
calendar at the NBC website—under the 
“Church Calendar” tab. If you are a Gmail 
user, you can even export the calendar to 
your own calendar! 
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ULTRAS (Grades 5-8):  
 
ULTRAS had a blast at the fire ring, on the 
Hayride, sleeping on the church and PJ Place 
floor and picking potatoes. ULTRAS, parents, 
friends and siblings made up a group of 27 who 
picked that day. Thanks!  
  
Look for information about our Mall Scavenger 
Hunt on November 25th leaving New Bethel at 
1:00PM.  Learn about priorities and 
consumerism around the Christmas season.  
 

Crosswalk (High School):  
 
Had a blast at the Shocktoberfest sleepover in 
October.  Plans are being made for fall and 
winter activities and our summer mission trip.  
Information on events will be coming to you! 
 

Food Donations for Friend,Inc 
 
The Sunday school is once again filling holiday 
food boxes for the families in need.  Watch for 
your child to bring home a list of donations 
needed to fill the boxes.  
 

Winter Accessories for Kids 
 
Do you have any coats with the tags still on 
them that your children didn’t wear?  How 
about hats, scarves, and gloves?  The Sunday 
school will be collecting new hats, scarves, 
gloves and coats for children for the holidays.  
You can start bringing your donations to the 
church anytime.   
 

Christmas Program and Caroling 
Hayride 
The Sunday School Program and Christmas 
Caroling Hayride will be on December 16, 2012.  
The Program will be held during the church 
service at 9AM.  Following the Christmas Cookie 
Social at approximately 10:30AM we will 
embark on our caroling hayride.  This year we 
will have two wagons since we had such a 
wonderful turnout last year.  We will bring 
holiday cheer to the community of Kempton for 
approximately 2 hours tentatively returning to 
the church at 12:30.  To warm our tummies and 
toes we will have a lunch of mac n cheese, 
hotdogs, and hot chocolate before heading 
home.  PLEASE PLAN TO JOIN US!! EVERYONE IS 
WELCOME!  

**Watch for a rehearsal schedule to come 
home shortly for the Christmas program. 
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Railing-  If you haven't seen the beautiful new 

iron railing that was installed around the outside 
basement entrance to the church, please take some 
time to do so.  We thank Jon Bond for organizing 
this railing project.  In the future Jon will be painting 
the roses on the railings and the new roses that 
were added to the railing that leads from the 
parking lot.  This railing is not only decorative but 
will prevent our young ones from accidently falling 
down the concrete stairs to the basement.  Money 
from the sale of anniversary commemoratives paid 
for this much needed addition. 
 

Assisted Listening Devices- We now have 

available assisted listening devices for those who 
are hard of hearing.  If you could benefit from one, 
they can be found in the basket on the front balcony 
pew.   

  
Recycle Your Bulletin- If you're not taking 

your bulletin home, please recycle it in the basket in 
the narthex. 
 

 
  

Online Newsletter: Due to USPS’s new 

guidelines for bulk mail, it may take longer for 
your “snail mail” newsletter to get to you. Would 
you like it hot off the presses? Join the email list 
by emailing Sara Walter 
(sara.elizabeth.walter@gmail.com).  
  

An Opportunity to Help Out: 
The worship committee is looking for volunteers 
to be greeters, lectors, ushers or communion 
assistants.  If you would like to serve let 
Ruthann, Betsey, Sharon or Pastor Dave know.  
Thank you! 
 
 

All Saints Day Remembrances:  
New Bethel Church remembered the following 
individuals at this year’s All Saint’s Day worship:  
• Forrest Hunsicker 
• Lauren Boyer 
• Clark Hamm 
• Mae Kahm 
• Verna Kunkel 
• Michael Mayernik 
• Mark H. Miller 
• David Schaible 
•  Jean Snyder 
 

 

Brief Notes 

mailto:sara.elizabeth.walter@gmail.com
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If you are in the hospital…  
 
**Please note that this information has 
changed with federation**  
 
Privacy rules are in place in our area hospitals 
and it is important that these are known if you 
want Pastor Dave to visit you while you are in 
the hospital.  

  
Lehigh Valley Medical Center:   
When you are admitted make sure to fill out a 
form divulging your church membership. There 
is now one New Bethel LVH Hospital code for 
New Bethel Church- 457. If your name is 
identified with this code number when the 
Pastor calls, the pastoral care office will tell him 
you are in the hospital. These forms must be 
filled out every time you are admitted. Your 
congregational identification does not carry over 
from previous hospital stays. Also, please have a 
family member or friend call the church office or 
Pastor's home when you are admitted, 610-756-
6589 or 610-944-5819. No one from the hospital 
will call the church indicating that you are a 
patient. 

  
Reading Hospital:   
A volunteer will call the church office if you 
identify yourself as a member of New Bethel 
Church. The new hospital code for New Bethel 
is 495. At times this process takes a while. It is 
best if you or a family member call 610-756-
6589 or 610-944-5819. 
 

 
 
 

 

Worship Service Cancellation 
Information: 
 
If Sunday Worship is canceled due to bad weather, 
announcements will be broadcast on radio station 
WAEB- AM 790  and television station 69. Information 
will be posted on their websites as well. Please note that 
WEEU has suspended the reading of church closings on 
its broadcasts and WAEB does not guarantee that the 
closing will be read on the air. Your best bet is channel 
69 (WFMZ) or its website, www.wfmz.com. 
 

Join The Choir and Chime Choir Too! 
 
 It’s not so scary. Can you sing? Thursday evenings at 
7:30 p.m. the choir holds its rehearsals. It would be great 
to see new faces in the choir pews along with the 
existing ones. Sing when you can. A commitment would 
be nice but if you can’t commit weekly, how about two 
or three times a month. Singing can be addicting and it 
makes you smile. 
 
Also on Thursday at 6:30, before the vocal choir, our 
Chime Choir rehearsals.  Talk to LeAnne Zettlemoyer if 
you'd like to make beautiful music with the Chime Choir. 
There's a chime waiting for you! 

 

Safe Congregation:  
  
A committee of Tina Gammons, Joanne Waidelich, Lucy 
Walter, and Pastor Dave have been meeting to 
determine New Bethel's Safe Congregation regulations.  
These regulations will outline procedures and policies on 
how adult members of New Bethel are to conduct 
themselves as they work with our children and youth. 
After these policies are approved by the Joint Board an 
information session will be help to explain the Safe 
Congregations philosophy. 
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Attendance: 
 Betsey Nehf, Richard Albright, Joanne Waidelich, Tim Kleinsmith, Dan Walters, Marilyn Lutz, Pastor Dave 
  
Tim Kleinsmith called the meeting to order at 5:58PM.  Pastor Blitch opened with a prayer. 
The minutes were read and approved. 
  
Treasurer’s Report: Reference written report. Our total expenses are $91,185.75 and the current total income is 
$69,298.05. The minutes were approved by Betsey Nehf and 2nd by Marilyn Lutz . 
  
Giving Record: Reference written report. The minutes were approved by Richard Albright and 2nd by Betsey Nehf. 
  
Pastor’s Report: 
    Yoga Classes:  
Sandy Wessner will be holding Yoga classes on Mondays from 6:30-7:30starting on Monday October 15. 
    Crosswalk: 
 The crosswalk group is growing this year. They have two events already planned, and have lots of ideas for future 
events. 
    Christian Education: 
Abby Claypoole is in the process of getting the paperwork from the state to start the before and after childcare 
program by January. She will also be looking into the busing situation. Recently they had a class on identity theft 
and are planning a class on caring for the aging.  
  
Old Business: 
   Harvest Fest: 
Harvest Fest had a good turn out. They will be having a meeting to discuss the results and plan for next year. 
  Hoagie Fundraiser: 
We will be making the hoagies on November 3rd. We need people to help make them. We will be starting at 
8:00A.M. The sandwiches will be ready to pick-up by 10:00 A.M. Any help with sales will be greatly appreciated. 
   Drainage: 
The board has decided it is very important to have this situation looked into. Tim will be calling Stump Plumbing to 
have him come and take a look at what’s going on.  
  
Next Meeting is November 5, 2012. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Joanne Waidelich 
 

Church Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday,  October 8th, 2012 

7:00 PM New Bethel Church Social Room 

New Bethel Church 
November 2012 Newsletter 
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