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Please send all November 2012 newsletter info to Sara Walter (sara.elizabeth.walter@gmail.com). Thanks! 

Pastor’s Ponderings: 
I lost my keys in the great unknown 
And call me please 'Cuz I can't find my phone 
 
This is the stuff that drives me crazy 
This is the stuff that's getting to me lately 
In the middle of my little mess 
I forget how big I'm blessed 
This is the stuff that gets under my skin 
But I gotta trust You know exactly what You're 
doing 
It might not be what I would choose 
But this is the stuff You use 
 
So break me of impatience 
Conquer my frustrations 
I've got a new appreciation 
It's not the end of the world 
Oh Oh Oh 
 
(This is the Stuff- Francesca Battistelli) 
 
A few of us caught Francesca Battistelli a couple of 
years ago in Reading at Winter Jam.  Her style has 
been compared to Sara Bareilles, a kind of folky 
singer/songwriter vibe. Nothing too heavy or 
harsh. 
 
This song was a Contemporary Christian hit a 
couple of years ago. It's one of those Christian 
songs that does not name Jesus or God in the 
lyrics, although Jesus (or God) is definitely implied. 
Probably that is given away by the use of the 
capital "Y" in You. 
 
Continued… 

Connect with New Bethel: 
http://newbethelchurchkempton.wordpress.com 
 

            nbethelchurchpa 
 

https://www.facebook.com/New
BethelChurchKempton 

Upcoming Dates 
Oct. 6 – Harvest Fest 
Oct. 8– Church Board, 6PM 
Oct. 8 – Identity Theft Workshop, 7PM 
Oct.12-13– ULTRAs Bonfire 
Oct. 16– Committee Night, 7PM 
Oct. 22—Christian Ed. Committee, 7PM 
Nov. 4 – Mission Trips to Haiti Presentation, 
Meal 6PM, Talk 7PM 
Nov. 4—All Saints Sunday 

Pastoral Acts:   
Funeral--Forrest "Bushy" Hunsicker- September 9th.  
I am the Resurrection and the life says the Lord. 
 

All Saints Sunday:  
On All Saints Sunday (November 4), we will be 
remembering those of our New Bethel Church family 
who have passed on since the last All Saints Sunday. 
If you would like to include a member of your family 
on the list who is not a member of New Bethel 
Church, please contact Ruthann Lutz.  

mailto:sara.elizabeth.walter@gmail.com
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Pastor’s Ponderings, Ctd. 
 
I began to think of this song after Roger used the 
following as one of his quotes of the day in the 
Crosswalk class... A day of worry is more exhausting 
than a week of work. 
 
I use "dollar store cheaters" for reading.  I have four 
pair because I always misplace them.  I, like 
Francesca, often can't find my keys and at least once 
a week I ask Karen to call my cell, 'cause I don't know 
where I laid it down. I often wander around the 
house looking for something, and it aint 'cause I'm 
gettin' old, I've been doing it for years.  Sometimes 
we just don't recall things. And every time something 
is misplaced, a little worry. 
 
It's real easy to stress about whether we signed the 
check before we put it in the envelope, whether we 
locked the back door before we left town, whether 
we turned the oven off, the porch light on, where 
the cat got to.... and so on.  It's mostly stuff that in 
perspective is so trivial, we'll soon forget it ever 
came to bug us. We won't recall what we couldn't 
recall. 
 
And we can worry about these small things.  Or 
worry about the big things like health and finances 
and the like.  But of course we know that while this 
might be the stuff that drives us crazy, the crazy is 
not at all productive or useful. 
 
God is using us with all our "weird stuff" going on in 
our lives. We are blessed, even when we're late for 
work and the boss is gonna kill us and our car keys 
are missing in action.  God has a much bigger and 
grander plan for us. 
An illustration: 
I read a news story once of a woman who was 
getting ready to jump off a 44 story building in New 
York City. 
 
 
 

Witnesses said that she did not look like the type of 
person who would do such a thing. She was very 
distinguished and well dressed. 
 
All the attempts made by the police to get the 
woman off the ledge had failed. 
 
One of the officers asked if he could call his pastor in 
to see if he could help. When the pastor arrived, he 
asked permission to go to the ledge and talk to the 
woman. 
 
As the pastor neared the edge the woman screamed, 
"Don't come any closer or I'll jump!" 
 
The pastor took a step back and then said, "I am 
sorry that you believe no one loves you." 
 
This got the woman's attention and it got the 
attention of the police. That was something that you 
don't usually say to a person who is threatening 
suicide. 
 
The woman took a step towards the pastor and said, 
"My grandchildren love me and so does my children. 
My whole family loves me! I have 8 wonderful 
grandchildren and they love me." 
 
The pastor took a step towards the woman and said, 
"Well then, you must be very poor, maybe that is 
why you want to take your own life." 
 
The woman who was a little overweight said, "Do I 
look like I go without any meals? We live in a very 
nice apartment. I'm not poor." 
 
The pastor took another step closer to her and was 
now 3 feet from her when he asked, "Then why do 
you want to kill yourself? I don't understand.“ 
 
Continued… 
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Pastor’s Ponderings, ctd.: 
The woman thought for a moment and then said, 
"You know, I don't really remember." 
 
The story ends with the pastor and the woman 
walking towards the elevator as she shows him 
pictures of her grandchildren. Eventually this woman 
becomes a volunteer on the city's suicide hotline, 
helping others choose life. 
 
What did the pastor do to help this woman? 
 
He helped her get her eyes off herself and onto the 
many ways that God had blessed her. 
 
She learned a valuable lesson that day. She learned 
that thankful people are happy people. 
 
If you don't learn anything else today, I hope you 
learn this valuable lesson. Thankful people are happy 
people. 

 
Pastor Dave 

 
Coffee Fellowship: 
Everyone is invited after worship and before 
Sunday School! Please sign up on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. First slot is for September 
9th. Coffee Fellowship sponsors provide the 
goodies: donuts, cakes, fruit etc. and juice for 
the kids. Sponsor is not responsible for setting 
up the coffee and hot water.  

Nursery:   
 
Would you like to have your 0-5 year old enjoy fun, 
structured activities while you enjoy worship?  New 
Bethel has created a nursery during worship as a free 
option for parents.  Children are always welcome in 
worship, but if you chose, the nursery will be 
available after the children’s sermon, every Sunday 
downstairs in the Sunday School area.  To volunteer 
to help out with the nursery, please see the 
information posted in the bulletin board. 

 

Collecting Email Addresses: 
 
In an effort to perhaps cut costs by sending out items 
electronically, instead of by US mail, the Joint Board 
is asking for your email address.  Please send the 
address to newbethelchurch@verizon.net. We will 
put together an e-mailing list of those who wish to 
be sent information electronically.  Please put 
“collecting” in the subject line.  
 

Food Collection:  
 
The women of New Bethel are collecting food for 
Friend Inc. as an ongoing project. From now until 
October 14 will be collecting breakfast items such as 
cereal and Pop tarts. They are also collecting pet 
food to help families in need provide for their pets. 
Finally the Sunday School is collecting gently used 
children's books. Boxes to put items in are in the 
narthex. 
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Harvest Fest: 
 

Harvest Fest food, fun, and activities are being planned for Saturday, October 6, 
from 2 - 8pm. The committee is working on delicious food ideas, BINGO, riveting 

entertainment, hay rides, and two talks by that famous expert on ghost stories and 
bizarre happenings, Charlie Adams. Yes, I said Charlie Adams will be right here at 
New Bethel!  
 
We need many volunteers to make this event run smoothly, so everyone can have 
fun and also help the church to earn some extra funds. Please consider donating 
some of your time to help at one of our stations.  See our volunteer coordinator, Tina 
Schucker, for more information. Also needed are donations of old clothes and boots 
for a game, drinking or decorative glasses, wrapped gifts under $10 for BINGO prizes, 
pepper cabbage, macaroni salad, potato salad, coleslaw, cakes, and pies. Pumpkin 
pies are needed, as well as pumpkin eaters, for a pumpkin pie eating contest. We'll 
pick a few hardy souls (eaters) and vote for the eater that we feel is up to the task . 
Everyone is welcome to join our committee to help plan this exciting festival. 
Volunteer to help on the sign up sheet in the narthex or contact Donna Graff.  
 

Highlights include: 
 Hayrides,  
 Charlie Adams,  
 The Chaz Band,  
 DJ Dance Party,  
 New Bethel Chime Choir,  
 Games for all ages including a sack race,  
 Wonderful food from Walking Tacos to Pierogies,  
 Chinese Auction,  
 Bingo games played on our giant board,  
 Cake Walk,  
 local Vendors,   
 A Pumpkin Pie eating contest 
  and a whole lot more!!!! 
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Christian Education News 

All New! Third Thursday Noon 
Lunch Book Club! 
 
Come on out to New Bethel with your lunch on 
Thursday, October 18th for our monthly book 
club.  Bring a lunch and some dessert to share.  
We'll be meeting each third Thursday to discuss 
another book.  This month’s selection: 
  
The Great Divorce- A C.S. Lewis classic.  Please 
read the description below.  It is not about 
marital divorce at all.  A fast read and only 146 
pages. 
  
The Great Divorce is C.S. Lewis's Divine Comedy: 
the narrator bears strong resemblance to Lewis 
(by way of Dante); his Virgil is the fantasy writer 
George MacDonald; and upon boarding a bus in 
a nondescript neighborhood, the narrator is 
taken to Heaven and Hell. The book's primary 
message is presented with almost oblique 
tidiness--"There are only two kinds of people in 
the end: those who say to God, 'Thy will be 
done,' and those to whom God says, in the end, 
'Thy will be done.'" However, the narrator's 
descriptions of sin and temptation will hit quite 
close to home for many readers. Lewis has a 
genius for describing the intricacies of vanity 
and self-deception, and this book is 
tremendously persistent in forcing its reader to 
consider the ultimate consequences of everyday 
pettiness. 
  
If you want to be part of the discussion- see 
Pastor Dave who can order you a copy from 
Hackmans.  Also available in digital form from 
Amazon and Barnes and Noble. 

New Bethel Seminar Series: 
 

 "Identity Theft: What You Need To Know" 
workshop to be held at New Bethel Monday, 
October 8th @ 7pm with Jennifer Weil, Financial 
Associate for Thrivent. During this educational 
workshop participants learn how to identity theft 
can occur, Tips To Protect themselves and steps 
to take if this growing crime happens to you. 
Register in the church Narthex or on the Church 
Website 
 

 "Mission trips: Loving Christ by showing your 
love for others....One Man's mission” on 
November 4th is a talk and slide presentation by 
Scott Guldin on his work in Haiti and more. The 
covered dish social is at 6pm followed by the 
presentation 2 7pm  
 

 "Heart-to-Heart: As Your Parents Age” When it's 
time to have "the talk" with your parents will you 
be prepared? Come to this workshop on January 
14, 2013 at 7pm. As our parents age there are 
conversations that aren't easy to start, but they 
need to happen nevertheless. Attend this 
interactive workshop and you'll gain tips for 
having healthy conversations with your parents 
about their vision for the future. Become 
prepared to face potential challenges all while 
keeping your parent's best interests in mind.  
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Christian Education News 

Bible Study/Discussion: 
 
Begins on Wednesday October 17th at 7:00 
  
Honoring Our Neighbors Faith will look at the 
beliefs of other denominations and religions.  
We'll be looking at the beliefs of such groups as 
Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah's Witnesses, 
Roman Catholics, Hindus and Islam. 
  
We'll begin our study with two of our close 
neighbors, Mennonites and Moravians. 

 
Things in the works!   
 A preschool play date day!  
 A before and after school program for the fall 

of 2013. A task force is being formed.  The 
program may be up and running before next 
fall.  

 A young adults group and a seniors group.  If 
anyone is interested in working to form these 
groups see Abby Claypoole of Pastor Dave. 

New Sunday School Officers: 
Deacons: Cooper Dunn, Megan Dieter, Jacob Rabert, 
Tracey Dieter 
Superintendents: To be named soon 
Treasurer: Monica Rabert  
Secretary: Jenn Kunkel and Kim Lutz  
VP: Emily Wessner  
President: Abby Claypoole  

  
Confirmation Class: 
Begins on Sept. 9th  at 10 a.m. and will once again be 
taught by Linda Schroeder and Pastor Dave. We 
have attempted to contact all 7th graders about the 
class, but if you are a 7th grader interested in the 
Confirmation program and have not received a 
letter, you and a parent(s) are invited to an 
orientation session on Sunday, Sept. 2nd  at 10 a.m. 
If you can't make that date, come to the first class. 

Online Calendar: 
In order to better reflect last minute 
schedule changes, check out the online 
calendar at the NBC website—under the 
“Church Calendar” tab. If you are a Gmail 
user, you can even export the calendar to 
your own calendar! 
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Crosswalk:  
Crosswalk is now meeting during the Sunday 
School Hour in PJ Place! Comfortable chairs, a 
refrigerator for snacks, a coffee maker and 
more. We got the big screen projector for DVDs 
and Youtube. Also, we don't need to be quiet! 
Music both live and Ipod can play! We'll be 
discussing matters of faith, but it's not like the 
other Sunday School classes, where the teachers 
lecture and students respond. This Sunday 
morning chill is not another Sunday School class, 
but a time to discuss, what's going on in your life 
and current events. We'll use multi-media to 
bring faith to life and the priority is to make it all 
relevant and fun. And bring a friend!  
  
Date TBA- Trip to "Shocktoberfest" and sleep 
over in the church.  We'll have some videos and 
study the questions of the demonic, including 
exorcisms and ghosts. Bonfire, games and more.  
Check your mail and facebook for more 
information. 
 

ULTRAS (Grades 5-8):  
Upcoming Events: •Friday October 12 to 
Saturday October 13: Annual bonfire, hayride, 
sleepover followed by picking Potatoes for "the 
Potato project!" Overnight we'll have games, 
pumpkin craving, movies, Wii and a whole lot 
more.  Flyers will be available shortly with more 
details. 

The Potato Project Needs You! 
 
On Saturday October 13th our ULTRAS youth will 
be picking potatoes for their fall service event. 
Last year the Potato Project harvested over 
80,000 pounds of potatoes and squash to feed 
the hungry in Berks and Lehigh county. This year 
our ULTRAS invite you to join them in the potato 
harvest. If you'd like to help out the less 
fortunate, come on out at 8:00am on October 
13th when we'll drive out to the field selected 
for us. Not only will you have the reward of 
doing something in Jesus name for the poor, the 
french fries served on site are wonderful!! 
The Potato Project uses a machine that digs up 
the potatoes in the field. If is our job to gather 
them into buckets, sort out the bad ones and 
bag the good ones. There are many jobs at the 
Potato Project site. You don't have to walk the 
rows and fill the buckets to help out! Please see 
the sign up sheet on the bulletin board by the 
men's bathroom. 
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Railing-  If you haven't seen the beautiful new 

iron railing that was installed around the outside 
basement entrance to the church, please take some 
time to do so.  We thank Jon Bond for organizing 
this railing project.  In the future Jon will be painting 
the roses on the railings and the new roses that 
were added to the railing that leads from the 
parking lot.  This railing is not only decorative but 
will prevent our young ones from accidently falling 
down the concrete stairs to the basement.  Money 
from the sale of anniversary commemoratives paid 
for this much needed addition. 
 

Assisted Listening Devices- We now have 

available assisted listening devices for those who 
are hard of hearing.  If you could benefit from one, 
they can be found in the basket on the front balcony 
pew.   

  
Recycle Your Bulletin- If you're not taking 

your bulletin home, please recycle it in the basket in 
the narthex. 

 

Greeter and Ushers- Ruthann is looking for 

new greeters and ushers. If you’re interested in 
volunteering, please see her! 
 

New Marriage guidelines: Will be published 

in next months newsletter.  One change that has not 
already been mentioned in the newsletter is that for a 
wedding date to be put on the church schedule, it must 
be given to Pastor Dave in writing or via email. So if you 
are planning a wedding, please send Pastor Dave a note 
or email him of your planned wedding date. 

 

 
  

Online Newsletter: Due to USPS’s new 

guidelines for bulk mail, it may take longer for 
your “snail mail” newsletter to get to you. Would 
you like it hot off the presses? Join the email list 
by emailing Sara Walter 
(sara.elizabeth.walter@gmail.com).  
 

Thanksgiving Service: This years 

Community Thanksgiving Service will be held on 
Wednesday November 21 at 7:30 at Friedens 
Lutheran Church. Pastor Jim Hammond of Mt. 
Zion will preach.  Also participating with us is 
Jerusalem (Red) Church  More details will be in 
the November Newsletter. 
  

An Opportunity to Help Out: 
The worship committee is looking for volunteers 
to be greeters, lectors, ushers or communion 
assistants.  If you would like to serve let 
Ruthann, Betsey, Sharon or Pastor Dave know.  
Thank you! 
  

A special thank you!: 
 Dear Friends in Christ. 
What a cheerful surprise to receive the many 
60th anniversary wishes. 
60 years is a long time to store up fond 
memories and to be able to sit and recall dear 
friends.  It was like "the icing on the cake." 
With abundant thanks we want you to know 
how much your thoughtfulness means to us. 
God Bless you all, 
Rev. Graig and Marian Dorward. 
 

 

Brief Notes 

mailto:sara.elizabeth.walter@gmail.com
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If you are in the hospital…  
 
**Please note that this information has 
changed with federation**  
 
Privacy rules are in place in our area hospitals 
and it is important that these are known if you 
want Pastor Dave to visit you while you are in 
the hospital.  

  
Lehigh Valley Medical Center:   
When you are admitted make sure to fill out a 
form divulging your church membership. There 
is now one New Bethel LVH Hospital code for 
New Bethel Church- 457. If your name is 
identified with this code number when the 
Pastor calls, the pastoral care office will tell him 
you are in the hospital. These forms must be 
filled out every time you are admitted. Your 
congregational identification does not carry over 
from previous hospital stays. Also, please have a 
family member or friend call the church office or 
Pastor's home when you are admitted, 610-756-
6589 or 610-944-5819. No one from the hospital 
will call the church indicating that you are a 
patient. 

  
Reading Hospital:   
A volunteer will call the church office if you 
identify yourself as a member of New Bethel 
Church. The new hospital code for New Bethel 
is 495. At times this process takes a while. It is 
best if you or a family member call 610-756-
6589 or 610-944-5819. 
 

 
 
 

 

Worship Service Cancellation 
Information: 
 
If Sunday Worship is canceled due to bad weather, 
announcements will be broadcast on radio station 
WAEB- AM 790  and television station 69. Information 
will be posted on their websites as well. Please note that 
WEEU has suspended the reading of church closings on 
its broadcasts and WAEB does not guarantee that the 
closing will be read on the air. Your best bet is channel 
69 (WFMZ) or its website, www.wfmz.com. 
 

Join The Choir and Chime Choir Too! 
 
 It’s not so scary. Can you sing? Thursday evenings at 
7:30 p.m. the choir holds its rehearsals. It would be great 
to see new faces in the choir pews along with the 
existing ones. Sing when you can. A commitment would 
be nice but if you can’t commit weekly, how about two 
or three times a month. Singing can be addicting and it 
makes you smile. 
 
Also on Thursday at 6:30, before the vocal choir, our 
Chime Choir rehearsals.  Talk to LeAnne Zettlemoyer if 
you'd like to make beautiful music with the Chime Choir. 
There's a chime waiting for you! 

 

Safe Congregation:  
  
A committee of Tina Gammons, Joanne Waidelich, Lucy 
Walter, and Pastor Dave have been meeting to 
determine New Bethel's Safe Congregation regulations.  
These regulations will outline procedures and policies on 
how adult members of New Bethel are to conduct 
themselves as they work with our children and youth. 
After these policies are approved by the Joint Board an 
information session will be help to explain the Safe 
Congregations philosophy. 

 
 
 
 



New Bethel Church 
October 2012 

11 
 

Attendance: 
 Betsey Nehf, Richard Albright, Joanne Waidelich, Tim Kleinsmith, Pastor Dave 
  
Tim Kleinsmith called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.  Pastor Blitch opened with a prayer. 
The minutes were read and approved. 
  
Treasurer’s Report: Reference written report. Due to low summer attendance and offering, the board feels it is 
important to update the congregation on the churches current financial standing. At present our total expenses are 
$82,173.22 and the current total income is $56,378.15.We will be reporting on this monthly. The report was 
approved by Betsey Nehf and 2nd by Joanne Waidelich. 
  
Pastor’s Report:  
   Before and After Care: 
There has been more interest in before and after school care. Abby Claypoole will be getting more details and 
hopefully have the program started by January. 
   Conference: 
The pastor will be attending the Bishops Conference from November 6-8. They will be having discussions on 
preaching in today’s ever changing world. 
   Computer: 
The pastor’s computer is not working properly. It is currently being looked at by Steve Brendlinger. We do not have 
high hopes that it will be able to be prepared. The board has given him the go ahead to purchase a new one if the 
other is unfixable. 
  Benevolence and OCWM: 
We have not given any donations for the current year. Due to low finances at the present time we will be looking 
at this again in November and December. 
  
Old Business: 
  Potato Project: 
New Bethel will be picking potatoes on Saturday October 13, 2012. There will be a sign up sheet for the adults in 
the congregation starting September 16, 2012. 
  Fundraiser: 
We will be selling hoagies beginning October 7th. Orders will be due on the 21st and delivery will be November 3rd. 
We would like the whole congregation to help with this sale. We need people to help make the sandwiches. If you 
sell hoagies you are responsible to deliver what you sell. We will not give out hoagies to people on your lists at the 
church. Hopefully this will turn into a monthly event. 
  
 Next Meeting is October 8th, 2012. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:08. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Joanne Waidelich 
 

Church Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday,  September 10th, 2012 

7:00 PM New Bethel Church Social Room 

New Bethel Church 
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